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The Last of the �Iaine 

A Fittill,l!' Burial at Sea 

Copj'right 1912 by Pictorial News Company. 

Scene just before the "Maine" went down for the last time. 

T
HE first battleship of the new Amedcan Navy has 
been laid to rest with a ceremony that could Dot 

have been more solemn or impressive had it been 
Va'id to the memory of �uman life. The battleship 
"Maine," although it would now be classed as an 
armored cruiser, was the pride of the American Navy 
when, in 1890, it slid down the ways into the water at 
the Brooklyn navy yard. Eight years later this proud 
vessel was destroyed by treachery, and thereafter was 
allowed to rot, neglected, in the mud of a foreign har
bor. "Every effort should be made to raise the 
'Maine' and bring what remains of it to a home port," 
declared the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN soon after the dis
aster. On March 16th, 1912, fourteen years later al
most to the day, the wreck was towed out of Havana 
harbor with full naval honors and sunk in the waters 
of the Gulf Stream beyond the three-mile territorial 
limit. 

At sunrise on the burial day a cannon shot boomed 
forth from Cabanas Fortress, and the shots were reo' 
pea ted every half hour thereafter, like the tolling of 
a bell, until the naval cortege was ready to start. 
Everything was ready for the ceremonial. We have 
told in these columns how the diflicult work of raiSing 
the "Maine" was carried to a successful issue, and have 
explained that it was only the after part of the vessel 
that remained intact, the forward part having been 
reduced to a tangle of steel. This wreckage was cut 
iEto many pieces with the acetylene torch and hauled 
a\\1ay, while a wooden bulkhead was built to close the 
gaping end. of the remaining part of the "Maine." One 
of the dangers that was feared in the work of raising 
the "Maine" was the suction of the mud on the hull. 
To overcome this holes were bored through the bottom 
and the mud was loosened by means of jets of water 
forced therethrough. After the wreck had been raised 
successfully, sea-cocks were placed in these holes, near 
the bulkhead, to be opened when sinking the vessel. 
'l'he bulkhead also was provided with five sluices, each 
about five feet high and a foot wide, ranging from side 
to side of the vessel, about two or three feet apart. 
This bulkhead formed the rear end of the hull, which 
was to be towed stern foremost. 

It was at first proposed that the wreck should be 
destroyed by a blast of dynamite, but such an end to 
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the old ship seemed hardly fitting to the occasion. Fur
thermore, it held out danger to the spectators. On 
the other hand, if dependence were placed on the sea
cocks alone, some hitch might result, so that the time 
required to sink the vessel would run into hours. For 
this reason small charges of dynamite were provided 
for breaking up the bulkhead in case of an emergency. 
l!'ortunately no such emergency arose. 

About nine o'clock on the morning of the burial day 
the battleship "North Carolina" and the scout cruiser 
"Birmingham" entered the harbor. An hour later the 
coffins containing those V'ictims of the disaster tbat 
were not recovered until the "Maine" was raised, were 
borne upon the shoulders of Cuban artillerymen to the 
battleship "North Carolina." Sixty-six of the ill-fated 
crew were found in the wreCk, and these have since 
been buried at the Arlington National Cemetery (on 
Saturday, March 2::lrd). 

At 2 :15 the s'ignal was given for the start of the 
funeral procession, and as minute guns boomed frolll 
Cabanas Fortress the remains 'Of the old battleship 
v.'ere tuwed out of the harbor by three tugs, one in the 
lead and two at either side, tu hold it to its course. 
The American battleships fell in line and were folluwed 
by four Cuban gunboats. Dark cluuds spread a pall 
'Over the sl,y, and a heavy swell disturbed the sea. At 
in,tervals of a mile the "North CaroNna" fired sigllal 
guns. ,"Vhen about four miles from shure, the Ameri
can vessels touk position to the right of the wreck and 
the Cuban vessels to the left, while other ships ranged 
fore and aft to cumplete the square. A detail of sailors 
boarded the "Maine" and opened the sea-cocks. Very 
sluwly the old hulk began to settle. The marine band 
played the National anthem. The bulkhead end was 
first submerged leaving above the water only the stern, 
from which flew an immense flag. Twenty minutes 
frum the time the sea-cocks were opened, the decks 
gave way under the pressure 'Of the air beneath them. 
As the setting sun bruke through the clouds, the wa ter 
clused over the "Maine" and its flag. Taps were 
sounded and then the sirens of the warships wailed a 
funeral dirge. Thousands 'Of roses that had strewn the 
decl, 'Of the vessel floated un the surface of the sea, 
marking the grave 'Of the old ship. The "Nurth Caro
lina" and the "Birmingham" fired a parting salute, and 

then proceeded on their way home with the bodies of 
the victims. Thus ended the most impressive funeral 
ever held at sea. 

In the harbor of Havana there still remains the 
cofferdam with which the wreck was raised. This most 
be removed, together with the stone that was poured 
into the mud about the crib-work, when all traces of the 
tragedy will have been wiped away. 

The Current Supplement 

W
E have become accustomed to unexpected new 
developments in science, but perhaps no more 

radical blow has ever been struck at our fundamental 
views than that which the principle of relativity aims 
at such seemingly firmly rooted concepts as those of 
time and space and mass. The reader of the current 
SUPPLEMENT will find an article by Prof. L. Mosbacher 
deal'ing with this subject.-We all remember the time 
when aluminium first became a common article of 
commerce. S'ince then· it .has found many fields of serv
ice; among the latest, which can hardly yet be said to 
have become firmly established, is that for fermenting 
and storage vessels in the brewing industry. U. Bleisch 
brings some important information on this subject.-'l'he 
Paris correspondent of the SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN tells 
us of some of the most recent developments in micro
photography as applied more particularly to metallurgy. 
-The Hovland system of printing telegraphy, which 
presents some features of special interest, is described 
in an illustrated article.-Uarl Snyder's article on "Life 
Without Oxygen" is brought to conclusion in this issue. 
-Prof. L. R. Ingersoll, of the University of ·Wisconsin, 
has contributed to this number a most valuable paper 
on the "Optical Properties of Metals."-An important 
subject for the metallurgical engineer is "'l'he Sinterjng 
and Briquetting of Flue-dust," discussed by l!'. A. 
Vogel.-The performance of model aeroplanes m1lst 
have struck all who have seen it as perfectly amazing. 
The toy-aeroplane rights itself automatically, often 
after the most hazardous-looking plunge, therein ex
celling the full-size machines on a most essential point. 
A very excellent original article dealing in a strictly 
scientific manner with the design of model aeroplanes, 
is written for this issue by E. A. Vessey. 

Towing the remains of the old battleship out of Havana harbor. 
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